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tombe : " Bonaparte was always guarded by a sacred
battalion which never lost sight of him in all his
movements, in compensation for the three hundred
thousand men slain; but why had not nature tem-
pered the in finely enough? Then they would have
preserved their usual appearance. Did this vile meat
for cannon deserve to have its movements watched
as preciously as those of His Majesty? This bulletin,
like many others, ends thus: c His Majesty's health
was never better.' Families, dry your tears ! Napo-
leon is well! After this report there appeared in the
papers this official remark: ' This is an historic utter-
ance of the highest rank. Xcnophon and Gnosar thus
wrote, one his Eetreat of the Ten Thousand, the
other his Commentaries.' What madness of pedantic
allusion! We had sunk to the contemptuous scorn
of a flattery which exhumed memories of Xcnophon
and Caesar in order to insult the eternal grief of
France."

M. de Montesquiou reached Paris the night of
December 17. He had left the Emperor on the 2d,
the date of the despatches he was carrying to the
Empress, and since then had heard nothing from him.
Hence he could give Marie Louise only very meagre
information, and no one knew where Napoleon was,
or when he would return to the capital* This abso-
lute uncertainty, added to the gloom produced by
the 29th bulletin, arroused widespread uneasiness.
Meanwhile the Emperor continued his journey with-
out an obstacle* On his way through Weimar he